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About Easy Read

This is an Easy Read book.

Easy Read uses simple words and 
pictures to explain ideas.  

New words are *bold with stars*. 

We explain what new words mean.

Easy Read is a summary. 

Links to more information are 
at the end of this book.
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About this book

This book is by Canberra Community Law.

When you see the word we, it means 
Canberra Community Law.

This book explains the role of a *barrister*. 

A barrister is a type of lawyer who has special 
skills working in a court or *tribunal*. 

A tribunal makes decisions about some 
problems. It is like a court but less formal. 

A barrister is sometimes called counsel. 
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How can a barrister help?

A barrister helps your *solicitor* 
in a court or tribunal. 

Your solicitor is another type of lawyer who 
helps you get ready for court or a tribunal. 

A barrister can help you 

•	 get important documents ready

•	 give legal advice

•	 understand what to do in 
court or a tribunal. 

A barrister might solve your legal 
problem outside of court or a tribunal.
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What to expect

A barrister mainly works with your 
solicitor in court or a tribunal.

Your solicitor will 

•	 talk to a barrister for you

•	 tell you what the barrister says. 

You might meet a barrister to talk about what 
to expect before you go to court or a tribunal.
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When to use a barrister 

A barrister can help with your 
legal problem at any time. 

Your solicitor might ask if you 
want to use a barrister when

•	 you have a tricky legal problem

•	 or a *pro-bono* barrister 
is available to help. 

Pro-bono means free legal help.
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Why use a barrister? 

A barrister might solve your legal problem

•	 more quickly

•	 in a new way when the problem is tricky.

You might use a barrister if 
the other party has one.

Barristers can work together outside of court 
or a tribunal to help find the best solution. 
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Contact us

Contact us for more information.

Call		 02  6218  7900.

Visit		   www.canberracommunitylaw.org.au

Email	   info@canberracommunitylaw.org.au

Visit 	   Level  5    
			    10  Rudd Street  
			    Canberra  2601

	Write to   PO  Box  547  
			    Canberra  ACT  2601 

http://www.canberracommunitylaw.org.au
mailto:info%40canberracommunitylaw.org.au?subject=
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Tell us what you think

We want to know what you 
think about our services. 

Call	   02  6218  7900

Email  feedback@canberracommunitylaw.org.au

mailto:feedback%40canberracommunitylaw.org.au?subject=
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More Services

The brochure called Our Services 
explains other ways we can help.

It is on our website with an Easy Read option.

Visit		 www.canberracommunitylaw.	
			  org.au/resources/brochures

You can also talk to us about 
the services we offer.

Call		 02  6218  7900

Email 	 info@canberracommunitylaw.org.au

https://canberracommunitylaw.org.au/resources/brochures/
https://canberracommunitylaw.org.au/resources/brochures/
mailto:info%40canberracommunitylaw.org.au?subject=
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Free services to help 
you on phone calls

Call  131  450  for the Translating 
and Interpreting Service if English 
is not your first language.

Call  1800  555  660  for the 
National Relay Service if you have 
communication support needs. 

Call  1800  555  677 if you use 
a teletypewriter or TTY.
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